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Ihis  is  the  Jew  that  Shakspeare  drew, 

His  dagger  that  young  Stoughton  slew 
Will  do  as  much  to  chastise  you. 

Should  you  doubt  the  dollars’  might 
To  make  men  fear,  and  make  laws  right, 

And  build  strong  navies  in  the  night. 

Abram  Snatchdollar ,  the  Baltimore  Both 
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KILLING  CONSIDERED,  &P, 


THE  assassination  of  Counsellor  JAMES  STOUGHTON, 
on  the  21st  day  of  December  last  in  the  public  streets  of  New- 
York,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  has  excited  sensations  in 
proportion  as  the  offence  was  considered,  and  as  men  were  in¬ 
fluenced  either  as  adversaries  of  murders  or  apologists  for 
a  partial  killing.  Certain  descriptions  of  people,  whose  me¬ 
rits,  professional  eminence,  personal  accomplishments,  offi¬ 
cial  duties  or  politics,  render  them  objects  of  reprobation  to 
those  whose  malignity  is  the  only  recommendation  they  have 
to  public  notice.  Indeed,  from  the  general  feeling  expressed 
on  this  shocking  affair,  which  has  deprived  an  aged  father  and 
mother  of  the  comfort  and  pride  that  sustained  their  tottering 
years,  in  a  son,  whose  pretensions  were  of  the  first  order,  as 
their  claim  to  high  respectability  were  justified  by  fortune,  edu¬ 
cation,  polished  manners,  and  irreproachable  exactness  of  mo¬ 
ral  duties,  seldom  surpassed  in  any  young  man. 

Yet,  though  his  parents’  condition  are  so  reversed  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  nothing  to  hope  for  in  this  world  but  to  speedily 
share  the  same  dark  grave  with  their  murdered  son,  and  though 
it  is  evident  to  men  who  esteem  honours  and  talents  that  soci¬ 
ety  has  lost  an  interesting  ornament,  not  one  man  or  woman 
out  of  any  one  thousand  in  this  city,  who  has  not  individually 
and  collectively  become  the  apologist  of  the  person  who  per¬ 
petrated  this  enormous  offence, so  industriously  has  the  assassins 
act  been  canvassed,  and  so  plausibly  on  each  review  of  it  been 
accounted  for  under  the  specious  politeness,  that  an  affected 
feeling  for  human  infirmities,  impulse  of  passion  and  other  in¬ 
cidental  aberrations  in  our  temper,  or  temporary  acts  of  insa¬ 
nity,  provoked  into  its  wildness  by  a  sense  of  injury  sustained, 
that  Goodwin,  the  malefactor,  has  had  the  undivided  sympathy 
of  American  philanthropy  voted  to  him  in  every  jiative  com¬ 
pany  where  the  business  has  been  examined  :  at  the  same  time 
the  young  sacrificed  gentleman  is  frequently  pitied,  though  in 
no  case  or  consideration  mentioned,  without  an  invidious  sneer 
at  his  memory.  In  fact,  were  a  stranger  to  American  manners,, 
and  piety,  and  freedom,  to  hear  the  business  investigated  in 
any  of  the  native  companies3  and  the  names  of  the  live  and. 
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dead  gentlemen  kept  out  Lis  view,  he  must  proriounce  tire- 
sufferer1  as  the  malefactor. 

A  short  review  of  the  state  of  morals,  trade,  superstition 
and  politics  in  this  free  republic,  will  account  for  this  prevail¬ 
ing  sense  of  indecorum;  but  at  the  same  time  that  the  tongue 
simpers  an  affected  tribute  to  the  innocent  dead,  it  conveys 
an  indirect  reflection  with  a  slyness  and  an  affirmative  ambi¬ 
guity,  unknown  in  any  other  state  of  society. 

Perhaps  it  would  convey  a  more  distinct  idea  of  the  tenden¬ 
cy  of  the  American  character,  to  apologise  for  the  acts  of  out¬ 
rage  a  member  may  commit  on  certain  men  and  nations  not 
much  valued  or  feared,  from  the  nature  of  political  institutions, 
that  have  proscribed  individual  citizens  or  nations  suspected  of 
incompetency  to  repel  insult  and  aggression,  in  consequence 
of  some  recent  misfortunes  from  revolution  or  rebellion. 

The  individual  who  seeks  refuge  in  America  from  the  intole¬ 
rance  he  sees,  or  thinks  he  sees  in  his  government,  is  an  object 
of  slander,  of  reproach  and  contumely,  the  moment  he  lands  in 
the  United  States.  He  may  profess  attachments  to  republican 
institutions,  may  fight  and  bleed  in  American  ranks,  may  write 
or  work  to  advance  the  arts  and  industry  of  his  adopted  coun¬ 
try,  but  all  these  tokens  of  zeal,  of  suffering,  and  admiration 
jfbr  the  order  of  things,  are  derided  in  every  public  print,  in 
every  local  corporation  or  assembly,  even  in  Congress,  and 
by  every  individual  born  in  the  country. 

The  Irishman  is  the  person  in  whom  rebellion  is  a  crime, 
and  whose  every_effort  to  testify  attachment,  is  answered  by 
the  foulest  calumnies,  and  to  whom  every  insult  and  odium  is 
offered. 

Thus  most  studiously  kept  in  a  state  of  suspicion  and  degra¬ 
dation,  every  mind  is  prepared  against  him  :  the  injuries  flung 
on  him  are  his  own  fault,  and  the  man  who  may  kill  him  finds 
apologists  amongst  the  pious  and  the  enlightened,  who  are 
astonished  that  more  of  the  intruding  race  are  not  injured  by 
the  hasty  irregularity,  and  quick  sensibility  of  a  refined  and 
generous  people. 

Mr.  Stoughton  has  been  universally  condemned  to  contempt 
and  reproach,  because  it  was  believed  he  was  an  Irishman,  or 
eonnected  in  an  Irish  family,  a  kind  of  reasoning  indulged 
without  inquiry.  He  was  not  entirely  Irish,  as  it  appears  he 
was  born  in  this  country  ;  yet,  on  this  count  he  was  convicted 
of  being  killed  by  a  native  dagger  !  and  the  tears  of  his  vene¬ 
rable  parents  mocked  in  the  tribute  of  apology,  and  praise,  and 
'acquittal,  that  every  lady,  Yankey,  merchant,  legislator  and 
lawyer  most  unequivocally  administered  towards  condoling 
Mr.  Goodwin, 
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Mr.  Stoughton  was  convicted  of  being  a  royalist,  and  the  se¬ 
rious  charge,  and  one  of  such  magnitude  in  the  opinion  of  this 
upright  people,  that  should  be  known  in  Europe  as  a  guide  to 
its  several  princes,  not  to  send  consuls  or  ambassadors  not  truly 
republican  to  the  republic  of  America.  The  public  dagger  of 
Mr.  Goodwin  is  an  official  instrument,  that  in  dispatching  the 
son  of  the  Spanish  consul,  as  he  was  law  agent  to  his  Catholic 
majesty,  warns  all  kings  and  potentates,  that  more  Goodwins 
will  be  provided  to  see  that  the  republic  suffers  not  from  the 
presence  of  royal  visitors. 

A  third  count,  of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  name,  but  may  be 
understood  by  the  following  quotation,  has  convicted  Mr. 
Stoughton,in  the  opinion  of  religious  republicans  wffio  love  the 
Lord,  and  perceives  no  harm  in  the  dagger  that  removes  the 
unconverted. 

To  show  that  Mr.  Stoughton  as  law  agent  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  as  son  of  Don  Thomas  Stoughton,  Spanish  consul 
was  liable  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  enacted 
at  the  evangelical  parliament  of  Garden-street,  for  conquering 
Mexico  and  South  America,  and  for  introducing  the  Parkin¬ 
sons,  Wintringhams,  and  other  chaste  he  and  she  divines,  with 
a  colony  of  bible  societies.  The  words  or  preamble  of  the 
act  we  give  from  the  minutes  and  proclama’ion,  signed  by 
Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  chairman,  and  Phillip  Milledollar, 
secretary,  on  the  bth  of  August,  1817.  “  Be  it  known  to  the 

unconverted,  <kc.  that  on  the  28th  of  July,  the  formation  of  the 
foreign  missionary  society  took  place  in  this  city,  a  day  second 
to  none  which  this  city  has  ever  seen,  except  that  which  gave 
birth  to  the  American  bible  society.” 

This  holy  association,  which  subsequent  expressions  will 
explain,  was  expressly  formed  for  the  conquest  and  bibiing  of 
South  America  ;  at  the  same  time,  their  political  reverence 
for  their  own  institutions  may  be  understood,  when  they  as¬ 
sert,  that  the  formation  of  their  canting  society  w  as  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  evacuation  of  ffi.e  city  by  the  British,  and  the 
adoptinga  republican  government,  w^hich  followed. 

They  go  on  in  the  following  words,  contemplating  the  con¬ 
quest — “  As  so  n  as  the  southern  forests  shall  yield  to  the 
hand  of  cultivation  our  limits  will  extend  to  Mexico,  and  the 
whole  region  of  death ,  from  Rio  del  Norte,  to  Cape  Borne. 
Who  but  ourselves  e  the  people  to  pour  the  river  of  life 
through  that  desol  a'-  'egion,  a  small  part  c>f  what  is  rusting  in 
our  hands,  will  bo  hcient  to  convey  the  gospel  to  every 
cottage  and  every  .  ng  heart  in  America,  to  thirty  millions 
oi  papists,  a  ma. ;  false  Christianity.  Such  a  current  dis¬ 
charging  itself  into  ue  burning  lake,  and  one  half  of  the  elect, 
asleep.” 
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Il  ls  pretty  clear  to  us,  that  a  community  capable  ofmaking 
use  of  such  language,  condemning  thirty  two  millions  ofchris- 
tians  to  the  burning  lake ,  can  feel  little  sympathy  for  the 
Spanish  gentleman,  who  we  may  say  Mr.  Stoughton  was,  and 
as  readily  give  their  acclamation  to  their  friend  Mr.  Goodwin, 
who,  it  appears  from  his  pursuits,  is  exactly  as  adverse  to 
Spanish  royalists  or  republicans,  as  the  advertising  apostles  ; 
who,  instead  (as  republicans)  of  calling  on  the  commisseration 
of  their  republican  brethren  to  patronise  and  assist  the  strug¬ 
gling  patriots,  attempts  to  deprive  them  of  the  pity  of  any 
benevolent  mind,  by  pronouncing  their  damnation  in  the  burn¬ 
ing  lake ,  a  kind  of  apology,  justifying  the  piratical  robbers  of 
Baltimore  to  plunder  wretches  who  are  damned.  A  holy  li¬ 
cense,  that  authorises  the  Baltimoreans  to  make  interminable 
war  on  all  Spaniards  ;  and  at  this  moment,  that  three  privateers 
of  a  large  class  are  on  the  stocks  in  Baltimore,  openly  and 
avowedly  constructing  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  and  making 
war  on  the  properties  of  liis  Catholic  majesty’s  subjects,  giving 
the  lie  direct  to  Mr.  Monroe’s  message,  that  declares  America 
is  at  peace  with  the  world. 

In  this  view  of  the  moral  relations  between  Spain  and  the 
pure  spirits  of  the  United  States,  who  have  declared  the 
Spaniards  are  running  to  the  burning  lake ,  and  their  properties 
confiscated,  it  is  as  consistent  to  murder  a  Spanish  minister  on 
land  as  to  sink  whole  mercantile  navies  at  sea,  or  bring  them 
captive  into  the  warehouses  of  the  master  plunderers  in  Balti¬ 
more.  Certainly  the  massacre  of  the  family  of  a  Spanish  min¬ 
ister  in  the  city,  abates  much  of  the  indignity,  by  the  dramatic 
effect  of  a  trial,  and  the  shrewd  morality  of  a  sober  jury,  who 
acquaint  the  court  of  the  caution  to  be  observed  in  deciding 
on  the  life  of  a  fellow-citizen  ;  and  who  account  for  the  long 
solemnity  they  gave  their  inquiries,  by  expecting  a  short  an¬ 
swer  from  the  throne  of  grace,  to  a  question  of  conscience 
suggested  by  a  divinity  dealer  on  the  pannel. 

Mr.  Stoughton’s  conviction  and  death,  were  further  ex¬ 
cusable.  He  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  Baltimore 
pirates  and  their  mercantile  friends,  who  may  be  said  to  be 
the  entire  shipping  interest  with  the  native  population,  for  his 
firmness  and  strictness  in  his  professional  duties,  to  bring  the 
buccaneers  to  the  tribunal  of  the  law  ;  for,  though  it  may  be 
impracticable  to  convict  a  pirate,  when  tried  by  his  peers,  it 
served  one  good  purpose,  it  made  the  courts  of  law  mediums 
to  convey  to  the  powers  of  Europe,  the  state  of  society  ia 
America,  and  to  prove  how  difficult  it  is  to  hang  a  pirate  in  the 
United  States,  and  how  precarious  Spanish  property  is,  while 
American  pirates  are  considered  as  American  merchants.  I£ 
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th^  system  of  trade  and  religion  the  Americans  carry  on  to* 
wards  the  souls  and  properties  of  the  Spaniards  will  admit  of 
palliation,  and  that  the  sins  of  poverty  may  deserve  our  indul¬ 
gence,  robbery,  when  stimulated  by  extreme  distress,  assumes 
a  venial  character  in  the  charitable  reasoning  of  a  moralist, 
who  knows  the  disposition  to  frailty  we  are  inclined  to  from 
adverse  circumstances  in  cupboard  as  well  as  in  shipping  af¬ 
fairs  :  in  this  way  of  reasoning,  America,  as  this  frozen  and 
yellow  fever  portion  of  the  new  world  is  termed,  having  been 
despoiled  of  the  commerce  she  was  allowed,  while  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Europe  were  in  confusion,  and  their  fields,  instead  of 
reapers,  were  occupied  by  conflicting  armies,  is  now  obliged  to 
relinquish  those  pretensions,  as  every  nation  is  doing  its  own 
business  and  eating  its  own  corn,  the  shipping  of  this  republic* 
are  destined  to  rot  in  the  ports,  if  they  are  cot  allowed  to  deal 
with  Spain  in  the  buccaneer  way,  and  agreeably  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  private  laws  of  the  Baltimorean  pirates,  for  rob¬ 
bing  all  before  them,  and  for  trying  their  own  causes. 

The  laws  of  ambitious  nations  are  impartial  in  their  rela¬ 
tions  with  other  nations,  as  long  as  strength  can  command  res¬ 
pect  ;  but  when  weakness  offers  impunity,  the  bombarding  o 
Copenhagen  and  the  capture  of  Pensacola,  stand  on  record  as 
examples  of  the  nature  of  national  honour  and  respect  to  trea¬ 
ties,  when  vengeance  and  injustice  have  the  sanction  of  secu¬ 
rity,  where  there  is  no  remedy  at  hand  but  complaint. 

But  we  know  that  were  Spain  in  as  good  an  attitude  when 
her  power  was  applied  to  the  establishment  of  these  United 
States,  or  could  command  a  disposable  force  of  eighty-six  sail 
of  the  line,  as  she  could  in  the  year  1795,  Mr.  Monroe  would 
order  the  negative  put  on  his  late  message  to  Congress ;  the 
three  large  privateers  on  the  stocks  in  Baltimore  to  be  broken 
up :  besides,  the  public  would  not  hear  that  a  Spanish  minister 
was  massacred  in  New-York,  merely  for  giving  offence  as  a 
lawyer  and  servant  of  the  Spanish  government,  to  a  culprit  in 
a  court  of  criminal  justice,  who  he  had  attempted  to  bring  to 
condign  punishment,  for  conducting  a  buccaneer  war  against 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  of  Spain.  Nay,  even  the 
splendour  of  Jackson’s  invasion  of  the  unprotected  and  remote 
province  of  Florida,  the  bombardment  of  Pensacola,  and  the 
barbarous  treatment  to  Ambristie  and  Arbuthnot,  would  hardly 
be  considered  probabilities  likely  to  make  an  incident  in  the 
dreams  of  Yankey  ambition. 

A  protracted  revolution,  the  invasion  of  the  country,  the 
■seizure  of  the  throne,  and  an  unequal  maritime  war  with 
France  and  England  alternately,  annihilated  the  vast  marine  of 
Spain  5  her  fields  trodden  down  with  contending  armies,  and 
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her  extremities  in  rebellion,  have  given  a  premature,  but  only 
a  temporary  imbecility  to  the  mighty  resources  of  that  capable 
empire. 

The  prevailing  opinion  that  Spain  must  contribute  to  repair 
the  injuries  American  commerce  has  sustained  by  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  the  resumption  of  natural  and  legitimate  resources 
fey  the  respective  nations,  must  eventually  tend  to  disappoint 
the  criminal  projectors,  whose  excuse  is,  that  they  are  as  ig¬ 
norant  and  desperate,  as  they  are  cowardly  and  wicked  ;  be¬ 
cause,  if  reflection  or  intelligence  were  allowed  to  predomi¬ 
nate,  they  would  perceive,  that  thieves,  however  apparently 
remote  from  the  band  of  justice,  may  carry  on  their  excesses 
to  such  an  extravagant  extremity,  that  the  expense  of  pursuing 
them  to  their  woods  and  fastnesses,  will  not  be  considered  as 
any  waste  of  men  or  treasure,  w  hile  the  state  of  civilization 
require  to  be  relieved  from  crime,  and  that  example  and  pun¬ 
ishment  are  considered  the  agents  of  tranquillity. 

If  Europe  is  called  on  to  inquire  into  the  legitimacy  of  a  war 
which  disturbs  the  commerce  of  the  new  world,  and  renders 
property  and  life  tributary  to  every  adventurer  who  can  build 
a  boat,  or  muster  six  or  eight  robbers,  she  will  apply  her 
power  to  correct  the  evil  ;  and  though  contending  interests 
may  connive  at  Algerine  boldness,  the  trade  of  the  western 
hemisphere  is  so  connected  with  industry  and  maritime  gran¬ 
deur,  the  policy  of  the  old  world  will  not  permit  Algerine  tac¬ 
tics  to  pass  further  west  than  the  pillars  of  Hercules  :  there¬ 
fore,  the  politician  who  says  America  is  at  peace  with  the 
world,  while  his  eye  is  rolling  through  the  piratical  navy 
yards  of  Baltimore,  is  in  vain  attempting  to  connect  security 
and  war  by  an  empty  display  of  words  so  liable  to  correction. 
Because  the  nation  doomed  to  suffer  by  these  demi-official 
equipments,  and  the  nations  who  observe  the  policy  that  ties 
up  one  or  two  large  missile  engines,  in  compliment  to  treaties, 
and  lets  out  ten  or  twenty  inferior  ones  only  in  size,  though 
equal  in  mischief,  will  not  only  despise  the  vulgarity  and 
shallowness  of  the  man,  but  punish  the  corrupt  association 
who  allowed  themselves  to  be  charged  with  want  of  under¬ 
standing,  for  the  indulgence  of  an  illicit  warfare  on  a  nation 
they  profess  to  be  in  perfect  amity  with. 

Foreign  governments  will  inevitably  put  an  end  to  this  war 
in  disguise,  and  to  repetitions  of  similar  aggressions  to  that  of 
punishing  a  public  minister  for  the  lawful  exercise  of  his  pro¬ 
fessional  functions.  Retaliation  may  be  applied  to  as  apubliq 
remedy,  as  a  branch  of  the  laws  of  society  :  if  so,  the  massacre 
of  Mr.  Stoughton  will  do  nothing  more  in  the  establishment  of 
the  right  to  rob,  than  if  he  were  not  punished  ;  it  ipay  rather 


9 


\ 


diminish  the  courage  that  makes  clandestine  war,  under  tluf 
confidence  of  apprehending  no  chastisement,  and  should  the 
powers  of  Europe  by  any  fortuitous  circumstance  capture  an 
American  Goodwin,  charged  with  stabbing,  they  might  think 
themselves  justified  in  differing  with  juries  in  the  merit  of  the 
offender,  and  execute  him,  with  as  much  indifference  to  ca¬ 
villers,  as  General  Jackson  exhibited  in  the  punishment  of 
Ambristie  and  Arbuthnot.  It  may  be  considered  as  laudable 
to  close  the  chops  of  the  Mediterranean  against  the  egress  of 
an  American  squadron,  as  the  Baltimore  pirates  consider  it 
fair  game  to  ravage  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  The  American  gov¬ 
ernment,  that  just  now  congratulates  the  country  on  the  peace¬ 
able  understanding  between  it  and  every  other  nation  ;  while 
American  juries  are  vindicating  the  creation  of  private  Davies, 
would  appear  as  aukward,  and  as  disappointed  at  the  capture 
of  the  YVashington  and  Franklin,  as  the  Spanish  merchant, 
when  it  is  announced  in  his  counting-house,  that  his  ship  and 
fortune  have  been  condemned  by  juries,  who  apologise  for  hu¬ 
man  frailties  brought  into  hasty  explanations  with  obnoxioug 
officers  of  justice. 

The  New-York  bar  have  not  expressed  any  tokens  of  indig* 
nation  at  the  fate  of  Mr.  Stoughton,  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  in  any  manner  inferior  to  the  best  of  its  members, 
as  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  or  a  moralist :  his  endowments,  ad¬ 
dress  and  appearance  equally  interesting  ;  and  thus  eminent  in 
every  accomplishment,  he  was  allowed  to  fall  unheeded  by  his 
professional  brethren,  a  poor  compliment  to  their  own  privi¬ 
leges,  when  they  recollect  Mr.  Stoughton  was  made  to  account 
in  the  street  for  the  observations  he  used  as  a  public  prosecu¬ 
tor  on  the  proprietors  of  the  Baltimore  navies,  that  make  war 
on  Mr.  Stoughton’s  clients,  the  people  of  Spain. 

Spaniards,  either  as  republicans,  royalists  or  Christians,  are* 
such  an  objectionable  race  in  Yankey  ideas  of  politics  and 
piety,  that  a  press,  or  pen,  or  individual,  a  senate  or  jury  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  United  States,  ever  to  utter  an  insinua¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  any  man  or  measure  connected  with  the 
present  state  of  relations  between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  this 
disposition  so  manifest,  is  the  result  of  mature  and  deliberate 
animosity,  pronounced  by  the  Augurs  of  Gardenst.  who  by 
pronouncing  an  anathema  of  damnation  on  every  being,  white 
and  black,  in  the  whole  of  Spanish  America,  sets  afloat  the 
Baltimore  navies,  whose  admirals  and  owners  very  naturally, 
according  to  the  law  of  Garden-street,  think  no  harm  to  rob 
those  who  are  to  be  damned,  as  a  man  going  to  “  the  burning 
fake,"  has  net  touch  occasion  for  travelling  charges. 
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Deprived  of  the  benefit  of  public  sympathy,  by  the  convict 
tion  obtained  at  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  Philip  Milledol- 
laHs  love  feast,  it  is  as  practicable  and  moral  to  stiletto  a  Spa- 
niard  by  construction  in  New- York  as  in  Mexico,  where  Philip 
Milledollar  intends  to  sing  with  his  evangelical  women  in  the 
churches  of  the  Benedictines,  as  soon  as  the  Baltimore  men  of 
war  dispatch  the  occupying  Spaniards  to  the  burning  lake, 
dressed  up  in  bubbling  brimstone  and  double  fortified  blazes, 
for  the  good  purpose  by  the  evangelical  society  of  Garden- 
street.  When  one  considers  the  benefits  to  be  expected  by 
the  elect,  in  transporting  themselves  from  the  snows  and  wil¬ 
dernesses  of  icy  York,  to  a  Mexican  paradise,  it  is  no  matter  of 
surprise,  to  see  every  due  preparation  in  rapid  velocity,  going 
on  in  the  Baltimore  navy  yards,  and  among  the  daggerfolks  to 
clear  the  houses  and  temples  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  for  the 
evangelical  ladies  to  breed  and  sing  in,  according  to  the  scrip¬ 
tures  that  bid  them  multiply  and  be  merry,  and  to  practices  of 
the  first  Milledollars,  who  travelled  through  Galilee,  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching'  about  burning  lakes,  and  handsome  silver 
mines. 

Though  not  advocating  the  subversion  of  royal  dominion  in 
Spanish  America,  one  cannot  avoid  remarking  the  Conduct  in 
any  other  case  of  this  evangelical  people,  whom  no  king  can 
please,  nor  people  or  constitution  govern  :  we  lefer  to  the  in¬ 
vectives  daily  uttered  by  the  presses  of  New-York  against  the 
gallant  Lord  Cochrane — he  is  termed  a  buccaneer,  a  robber,  a 
coward,  by  every  newspaper  ;  but  every  man  who  knows  any 
thing  of  that  able  officer,  know  well -that  it  would  require  three 
line  of  battle  ships,  chock  full  of  Baltimoreans  to  make  the 
three  assertions  in  the  presence  of  the  noble  admiral. 

Lord  Cochrane  is  a  pirate  and  robber,  because  he  admon¬ 
ished  an  American  ship-master,  by  confiscating  the  American 
vessel,  and  420,000  dollars,  not  to  repeat  a  breach  of  the 
blockade  of  the  port  of  Calloa,  as  any  future  attempt  should  be 
treated  in  a  similar  manner.  This  explanation  of  the  rules  of 
blockade  has  given  offence  to  the  sufferers,  as  they  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  when  they  sneered  at  the  decree  and  made  their  bargain 
with  the  Philippine  company,  that  Lord  Cochrane  would  have 
the  temerity  to  enforce  his  orders  against  the  august  Yankey 
republic  :  the  event  opened  their  eves,  they  have  discovered 
it  is  quite  as  dangerous  where  Lord  Cochrane  is  for  a  Balti- 
morian  to  play  the  royalist,  as  it  is  safe  on  the  Atlantic  fron¬ 
tier  to  act  the  republican.  Lord  Cochrane  finds  no  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  his  professional  career  in  the  Pacific,  but  from  Ameri¬ 
can  cruisers.  He  had  another  affair  with  a  capt  Biddle,  com¬ 
manding  a  public  ship  of  war  :  the  American  vessel  was  riding 
in  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  at  the  time  that  Lord  Cochrane  was 
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*aihng  out  his  squadron  on  the  expedition  to  Calloa  ;  and  as 
he  meant  to  surprise  the  place,  he  did  not  wish  any  intimation 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy.  Perceiving  the  Ame¬ 
rican  ship  was  about  leaving  the  port,  his  Lordship  sent  a  pe¬ 
remptory  order  to  the  American,  to  remain  24  hours  after  the 

»  v  ^  *  _ 

sailing  of  the  expedition  ;  the  American  became  angry,  as  the 
order  conveyed  an  insinuation,  but  happily  no  blood  was  shed 
on  this  memorable  compliment  to  American  republicanism.  It 
is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  writer  of  this  review  of  the 
causes  and  consequences  of  Mr.  Stoughton’s  death,  is  infected 
with  any  oCthe  vulgar  mania,  that  wishes  any  separation  ot 
Spanish  America  from  the  parent  country  ;  he  has  seen  too 
much  of  rabble  authority,  to  countenance  its  introduction  ;  he 
lias  observed  how  little  commercial  intercourse  has  done  for 
mankind  ;  he  knows  that  England  herself,  the  commercial  mis¬ 
tress  of  the  seas,  who  for  ages  has  had  a  monopoly  of  the  world, 
is  sunk  in  debt,  and  one  half  of  her  population  in  want  of  the 
very  necessaries  of  life  ;  he  sees  America  carrying  on  an  un¬ 
disturbed  trade  with  every  nation,  and  unencumbered  with 
rents  or  taxes  at  this  moment  in  poverty,  and  her  people  cla¬ 
morous  for  domestic  employment  in  lieu  of  that  commerce, 
wrhich  has  disappeared  with  the  contentions  of  Europe. 

The  people  ol  Spanish  America,  enjoying  countries  the  rich¬ 
est  on  the  globe,  need  not  trade  :  they  have  every  production 
within  themselves,  to  be  found  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
world;  their  morals  of  the  purest  character,  cannot  be  improved 
as  they  may  perceive  from  the  Baltimore  pirates,  and  the  mas¬ 
sacre  of  their  lawT  agent,  by  any  intercourse  with  the  second 
land  of  bihles,  with  the  prophets  who  send  them  to  the  burning 
lake,  and  the  preaching  dames,  wrho  intend  to  sing  alleluiah  to 
the  tune  of  Bob  and  Joan,  in  the  cathedrals  of  Mexico  and 
Quito. 

The  government  of  Spain  is  mild  ;  the  cultivation  the  na¬ 
tive  inhabitants  is  studied  in  their  happiness.  Thc  Indian  po¬ 
pulation  in  the  city  ofMexico,  amount  to  od,000»  011  the  same 
footing  with  Spaniards.  Among  them,  doctors  ar»d  chiefs  oi 
colleges  and  universities,  eminent  painters  historians  and  ar¬ 
chitects,  they  are  not  debauched  by  /iq^rs,  n°r  shot  by  rifles. 
These  living  documents,  ^roughout  the  vast  dominions  of 
Spain,  are  nobie  testi^onies  of  the  Castilian  government; 
they  are  animated  c<‘jiplirnents  to  the  Spanish  name,  its  sober 
character,  its  inflexible  regard  to  truth,  its  humanity  and  re- 
ligion. 

As  a  natr^  of  Ireland,  it  is  my  duty  to  deprecate  every 
measure  from  every  quarter,  that  contemplates  any  injury 
io  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  empire  :  and  though  a  late  feast 
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Jfh  Dublin,  to  which  revolutionary  officers  were  invited  to  hear 
Irish  eloquence  and  those  symbols  of  Irish  hospitality,  ribs  of 
beef  and  whiskey  punch,  gave  the  sanction  of  Irish  approbation 
to  giddy  Irishmen,  who,  forsooth,  would  give  liberty  here  and 
there,  as  if  they  had  not  else  to  think  of,  or  much  to  spare  on 
foreign  excursions. 

Setting  aside  the  abstraction  of  this  conceit  and  flummery, 
which  has  brought  on  the  destruction  of  the  giddy  multitude 
that  were  gathered  from  the  remains  of  families,  worn  away  by 
the  bayonet  of  civil  war,  this  attack  on  Spain  deserves  to  be  re¬ 
probated,  as  an  act  of  deep  ingratitude  towards  the  Spanish  so¬ 
vereigns,  who,  from  the  earliest  epochs  of  Irish  misfortunes, 
never  in  any  instance  refused  us  education,  honours  and  promo¬ 
tion,  when  such  things  were  denied  us  at  home.  Unbecoming 
ns,  indeed,  who  have  been  instructed,  raised  and  distinguished 
by  the  munificence  of  the  Spanish  kings,  to  meet  at  full  tables, 
and  in  drunken  toasts,  gratify  our  enemy  and  the  enemies  of 
Spain,  by  prayers  in  whiskey ,  for  the  destruction  of  the  colleges, 
armies  and  pulpits,  open  for  ages  to  Irish  genius,  bravery  and 
piety. 

The  tipsy  drama  in  Dublin,  that  opened  in  songs  to  liberty, 
and  anathemas  against  Ferdinand,  as  tyrants  are  now  so  scarce 
and  oppression  so  uncommon,  Irish  eloquence  could  not  pick 
Out  any  other  victim  for  its  wisdom  or  drollery  to  play  on,  but 
the  descendant  of  Louis  XIV.  has  finished  in  a  tragedy,  the 
O'Donels,  O’Conors,  O’Dowds,  O’Neills  and  O’Shaughnesseys, 
who,  and  hundreds  more,  shipped  from  the  spoons  and  turreens 
at  Morrison’s,  to  join  the  traitor  O’Higgins,  have  perished  ig- 
nominiously  on  the  burning  sands  of  Margueretta,  St.  Domin¬ 
go  and  Venezuela,  without  a  drop  of  water  to  slake  their 
thirst,  or  a  friend  to  close  their  eyes,  or  any  living  being  at 
their  bier,  but  the  turkey  buzzard  or  the  rattle  snake.  This  is 
no  exaggeration  0f  the  piece  .  our  opportunities  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  the  denouement,  witness  daily  accounts  of  the 
business  and  catastrophe. 

While  the  raiancithe  alligator  are  paring  the  bones  of  Irish¬ 
men  on  the  shores  0f  Spanish  America,  and  the  dagger  of  the 
American  pirate,  wic^the  American  press,  are  so  busy  on  I  sh 
booty,  would  it  not  be  more  rav^nal  jn  the  sleek  and  well 
boused  orators  in  Dublin,  to  forbeai  thinking  so  much  of  fo¬ 
reign  liberty,  when  they  learn  the  nunr,ers  of  victims  they 
have  deputed  to  die  unpitied,  and  the  numbvr  who,  under  the 
snperintendance  of  the  Yankey  dagger,  now  Kemble  at  the 
liberty  connivance  gives,  to  rob  the  Spaniard  ant,  silence  the 
officer  of  justice. 
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Let  the  itinerant  orator  Phillips,  who  travels  circuit  with 
every  bible  assizes,  and  dinner  parties  from  Connaught  to 
Cornwall,  steal  a  few  months  from  his  works  of  piety  and  tur¬ 
bot  feasts,  to  visit  the  city  of  New- York,  in  the  country  ofthat 
Franklin  he  so  amply  eulogised  in  his  late  travelling  Phillippic 
against  the  London  atheists,  and  take  a  view  of  the  youthful 
form  of  the  murdered  Counsellor  Stoughton,  stretched  on  the 
public  footway,  with  the  Jew’s  dagger  in  his  side,  conducting 
his  heart’s  blood  to  the  thirsty  pavement,  and  not  a  sentiment 
of  humanity  to  be  beard  from  any  one  of  those  disciples  of  that 
Franklin.  No,  Phillips,  your  tessalated  sing  song,  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  again  set  to  music,  were  you  to  witness  a  young  Irish  gen¬ 
tleman,  endowed  with  every  attribute  peculiar  to  the  scholar, 
abused  in  his  blood  ;  and  the  Jew  that  slew  him,  the  theme 
of  praise  at  every  door  and  at  every  table. 

Phillips,  the  Irish  orator  and  English  Christian,  would  be 
cured  of  his  Franklinism,  if  he  could  spare  the  sage  of  the 
woods,  who  With  his  kite,  stole  the  reluctant  lightning  from 
the  skies,  from  his  bespattered  ideal  jewellery,  that  sprinkles 
common  phrases  in  musical  array,  destitute  of  wit,  invention, 
or  originality. 

He  would,  on  a  close  inspection  of  Franklin’s  pupils,  and 
from  another  reading  of  his  parables,  discover  that  every  ef¬ 
fect  intended  by  the  philosopher  has  taken  place.  Economy 
and  its  companion  avarice,  predominate  in  this  sterile  and 
sickly  region  ;  hence  we  see  the  offspring  of  the  tw  o  vices, 
plunder,  taking  advantage  of  political  misfortunes,  rummaging 
the  unprotected  ships  and  dominions  of  Spain.  Franklin’s 
parables,  constructed  for  this  life  only,  makes  riches  the  prize 
for  every  economical  adventurer  ;  and  by  calculating  the  com¬ 
pound  interest  on  a  crooked  horse-nail,  has  proved  such  a  va¬ 
lue  in  little  things,  that  a  wandering  stranger  would  not  be  able 
to  obtain  one  drink  of  water  in  the  United  States,  without  pay¬ 
ment  in  money  or  other  chattels.  How  naturally  murder  and 
robbery  go  side  by  side  after  the  parent  vices,  economy  and 
avarice.  Franklin’s  morals,  delivered  to  a  criminal  memory 
in  the  form  of  parables,  have  closed  every  door  and  every 
heart  in  America,  against  every  generous  feeling,  against  the 
stranger  and  the  unfortunate.  Under  this  regime,  hospitality 
and  honour,  are  considered  as  foreign  articles,  sometimes  ad¬ 
mitted  on  the  American  stage,  in  the  manner  fairies  are  intro¬ 
duced  in  Ireland,  to  be  laughed  at.  The  train  ot  consanguin¬ 
ity,  continues  approaching  to  the  very  conquest  of  Mexico  ; 
the  elect  enter  into  the  warfare,  and  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer’s 
brigade  of  Garden-street  saints  and  saintesses,  contemplate  the 
idea  of  carrying  the  heavenly  contest  even  tQ  Cape  Horne,  by 
the  way  of  the  “  burning  lake,’* 
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A  Washington  news  writer,  to  keep  up  the  mental  delusion 
&nd  to  justify  depradation  by  giving  a  bad  name  to  those  al¬ 
ready  damned  by  the  illuminati  of  Garden  street,  says,  that  the 
religion  of  the  Spaniards  unfit  them  for  freedom,  and  that  their 
superstitions  require  to  be  revised  by  freemen.  Don  Vincent 
Pazo,  a  renegado  Peruvian,  has  arrived  with  a  similar  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  to  ingratiate  himself  with  Yankey  generosity,  has 
broken  up  his  rosary,  to  take  a  step  in  heel  worshipping  with 
the  dancing  Quakers  at  Lebanon,  to  crawl  the  walls  of  a  taber¬ 
nacle  with  the  society  of  Jumpers,  and  occasionally  to  sing 
holy  ballads  through  the  nose  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  with 
the  rattling  women  daily  carted  to  the  sea  side,  on  their  mis¬ 
sionary  excursions  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  they  preach 
the  gospels,  and  other  things  to  increase  the  number  of  the 
elect.  Daggers,  parables,  pulpits  and  presses,  having  all 
agreed,  that  Spaniards  are  not  fit  to  govern  themselves,  “  nor 
govern  their  pr@perties\”  says  the  Jew  citizen  ;  and  thus  di¬ 
rected,  out  runs  the  fleets  of  the  Abrahams,  Moses’,  Ibrahims 
and  Isaacs  of  Baltimore,  and  for  the  first  time  for  eighteen 
centuries,  a  Jewish  armament  is. allowed  and  licensed  to  wreak 
Jewish  vengeance  on  the  cross. 

While  political  animosities,  Jewish  malice,  and  predatoiy 
warfare  are  countenanced,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  industrious 
and  brave  Irish  wanderer,  who  left  his  own  beautiful  country, 
not  to  look  for  hospitality,  as  he  was  aware  of  its  scarcity  in 
the  new  world,  but  to  earn  his  bread  ;  and  also  against  the 
gallant  and  honourable  Spaniard,  it  will  become  familiar  to  ju¬ 
ries  to  have  inquiries  every  day  on  the  merits  of  daggers  and 
dollars,  but  giving  the  terror  due  to  the  former,  and  all  due 
weight  which  the  latter  can  command,  it  will  at  length  become 
so  vexatious  an  evil,  to  see  a  Jew  so  insatiable,  that  his  pound 
of  flesh,  nor  twrenty  pounds,  are  not  equal  to  the  rapacity  of 
his  knife.  The  public  frightened  at  such  open  markets,  not 
liking  to  be  killed  in  one  place  and  mocked  in  another,  may 
try  each  man  his  own  cause,  according  to  the  recent  rule  of 
the  house  of  Israel  ;  but  in  the  hurry  of  such  examinations,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  attempt  to  oppose  tribunals  or  witnesses, 
hastily  mustered  by  flinging  dollars  at  them.  It  is  presumed 
on  a  sober  view  of  the  case,  the  grand  jury  knew  from  evi¬ 
dence,  that  Goodwin  had  frequently  provoked  Mr.  Stoughton 
to  fight ;  that  he  had  actually  sent  the  gentleman  a  challenge 
to  fight  (it  ought  to  be  known  as  it  is  so  public)  to  the  grand 
jury,  that  Mr.  Stoughton  gave  his  slaughterer  no  possible  of¬ 
fence,  only  such  as  the  delicate  honour  of  Goodwin  thought  he 
received  at  the  bar  of  a  court  ofjustice,  where  he  stood  char¬ 
ged  by  Counsellor  3toughton  for  , a  high  misdemeanor,  or  it 
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may  be  said  a  breach  of  the  peace  between  these  United 
Mates  and  his  Catholic  majesty.  Such  manifest  p?evious  dis¬ 
positions  of  revenge,  surely  were  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
grand  jury  to  leave  the  consideration  of  the  malice  to  an  open 
court  of  law,  without  attempting  to  give  a  character  or  defini¬ 
tion  to  so  serious  a  question. 

Lawyers  in  every  civilised  country  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  that  a  close  court  is  not  a  competent  tribunal  to  shape 
justice  in,  much  less,  in  a  business  like  the  awful  one  under 
discussion,  where  the  grand  jury  has  determined  on  the 
amount  of  the  offence,  by  admitting  loose  and  contradictory  evi¬ 
dence,  as  it  is  said,  that  witnesses  who  were  sworn  to  their 
testimonies  on  the  coroner’s  inquest  ;  and  on  that  testimony 
the  coroner’s  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  wilful  murder,  swore 
the  very  reverse  when  before  the  grand  jury. 

With  such  an  opposition  in  evidence,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
previous  intention  of  revenge,  the  gyrand  jury  might  pay  a 
compliment  to  humanity  and  public  opinion,  and  to  law  itself, 
4  and  qualify  their  decision  on  the  prudence  of  letting  the 
charge  of  murder  come  before  the  solemn  view  of  an  open 
court,  before  the  world,  and  by  a  fair  opportunity  of  cross  ex¬ 
amination  and  confronting  cautious  witnesses,  who  in  close 
courts,  might  pass  as  immaculate,  but  in  an  open  one  would 
appear  the  reverse  :  if  the  public  had  the  opportunity  of  in¬ 
validating  a  witness  of  wiom  it  had  been  said,  perhaps  his 
vision  had  been  impaired  since  his  first  examination  on  oath,  by 
the  con-iderate  use  of  a  dollar  spectacles.  Impressions 
like  these  are  likely  to  be  made  if  courts  are  obscure  or  ob¬ 
scene,  out  of  view,  or  in  the  dark,  particularly  if  rational  ob¬ 
servers  learn  that  the  accused  of  an  enormous  crime  is  weal¬ 
thy,  and  has  the  means  of  revising  firsttestimonies,  and  shaping 
consciences  not  to  be  ruled  gratuitously,  nor  diverted  from 
their  natural  inclination  to  truth  without  fee  or  reward. 

Ignorant  casuits  and  fawningfools,  will  accuse  us  ofprejudg- 
ing  an  important  affair  ;  we  have  not  done  so.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  of  the  investigation  has  run  through  two  editions  ;  the 
coroner  said  it  was  murder  ;  the  second  court  has  said  no,  it 
is  manslaughter;  therefore,  as  Mr.  Goodwin  is  acquitted  of 
wilful  murder,  we  have  no  further  interest  in  any  minor  pun¬ 
ishment,  than  what  the  Jewish  law  itself  prescribes,  “  a  tooth 
for  a  tooth,  an  eye  for  an  e37e,”  and  though  the  respective  va¬ 
lues  are  conspicuously  unequal,  a  Goodwin  for  a  Stoughton. 
Now',  as  justice  is  not  of  our  opinion  in  this  particular  case,  wre 
would  be  as  much  satisfied  to  see  Mr.  Goodwdn  rigging  his 
anti-Castilians  in  Baltimore,  as  to  hear  he  was  playing  billiards 
a  month  or  two  in  Bridewell.  It  is  further  agreeable  to  jus¬ 
tice,  to  speak  of  terrible  catastrophes  and  remarkable  acts  of 
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atrocity  ;  for  if  every  man  stood  by  in  silent  apathy  like  a  so¬ 
lan  goose,  while  every  passing  assassin  smote  down  his  vic¬ 
tims,  or  like  the  New-York  newspapers,  hid  the  crime  under 
the  shadow  of  “  that  rascally  virtue  prudence  ”  and  not  to  be 
stirred  into  expressions  of  horror,  until  his  feelings  were  to 
get  a  legal  impulse  from  a  cold  jury  ;  his  claims  to  superior 
intelligence  would  not  stand  higher  than  the  hog  that  never 
flings  or  prays,  and  equally  as  insignificant  as  the  member  of 
the  stye,  in  a  pulpit  or  bible  society. 

The  casie  of  murder  should  be  referred  to  a  petty  jury,  as 
the  grand  pannel  convened  of  all  the  citizens,  obviate  any  in¬ 
vidious  impeachment  of  partiality  ;  a  virtue  in  the  precaution 
of  the  petty  jury  institution,  that  provides  against  suspicion, not 
so  applicable  to  grand  juries,  selected  or  called  on,  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  sheriff  oi>  other  public  officer. 

In  England,  grand  juij  es  are  not  allowed  to  examine  witnes¬ 
ses  lor  the  accused  ;  because  they  have  no  authority  to  quali¬ 
fy  any  indictment,  their  inquiry  goes  no  farther  than  to  learn 
from  the  prosecutor  the  grounds  of  the  accusation,  to  see  it  is 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious.  Thus  constituted,  the  grand  jury 
says  nothing  more  chan  to  ignore  the  indictment  or  return  it, 
for  the  better  decision  of  a  learned  bench  and  twelve  petty 
jurors,  who  investigate  it  openly,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
public  ;  and  if  even  any  judge  or  juryman  make  any  mistake, 
they  are  corrected  on  the  spot  by  the  bar. 

We  have  a  precedent  in  practice  that  sanctions  the  view  we 
have  taken  of  this  massacre  pending  trial.  During  the  first 
year  of  Warren  Hasting’s  trial  in  1788,  for  two  millions  of 
murders,  before  the  greatest  tribunal  in  the  empire,  and  per¬ 
haps  as  well  informed  as  any  in  the  world,  the  house  of  lords, 
Mr.  Stockdale  was  brought  to  trial  and  discharged  by  the  king’s 
bench,  for  interfering  in  the  business  of  the  lords’  court,  and 
questioning  the  moral  responsibility  of  the  witnesses  produced 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  in  a  very  able  written  view  of  India  af¬ 
fairs,  published  by  Mr.  Stockdale.  On  this  oscasion  it  was 
again  established,  that  the  conduct  of  courts  and  juries  were 
public  property,  and  accountable  to  the  tribunal  of  investiga¬ 
tion. 
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